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Service for the

Commissioning of a New Headteacher

Welcome
Worship Songs
Opening Responses

Incumbent
There are varieties of gifts:

All

but the same Spirit.

There are varieties of service:
©
There are different kinds of working:

but the same God is at work in all.

There is one body, one Spirit, one hope in God’s call:

one Lord, one faith one baptism.

There is one God, Father of all, over all and in all:

to whom Christ ascended on high.

Through his Spirit he gives us gifts:

some are apostles, some are his prophets:

evangelists, pastors, teachers he gives us:

so we can minister together to build up his body:

to be mature in the fullness of Christ.

Act of Commissioning 
(The headteacher stands)
Incumbent
(name) you have been appointed as the new Headteacher of (school). You will recognise the responsibility and challenges involved in your position of leading and managing a church school.

(School) is an important part of the pastoral care and missionary outreach of our parish. As a church we welcome you, we support you and we pray for you.

As Headteacher you are entrusted with the task of ensuring that everyone in the school is valued as special in the eyes of God and grows in an atmosphere of love to reach their full potential.

You do not carry these responsibilities on your own but with joy we share each others burdens.  So as you commit yourself to the school we commit ourselves to you.  But first I ask:

Will you seek to uphold Christian values, attitudes and beliefs as you exercise your role?
With the help of God I will. 

(The Governors stand)
The Incumbent then says to the School Governors

Governors, as employers, will you commit yourselves to the Christian care and support of the Headteacher and help him/her to ensure that all pupils receive an excellent education in a Christian context?

With the help of God we will. 
(The school staff stands)
The Incumbent then says to the staff of the school
Colleagues, will you commit yourselves to upholding the Christian ethos of your school and support and encourage your Headteacher in her/his role?

With the help of God we will. 

(The pupils stand)
The Incumbent then says to the pupils

Pupils, will you promise to do your best to help your new Headteacher and the staff of your school?

With the help of God we will. 

(The parents stand)
The Incumbent then says to the parents
Parents, will you commit yourselves to working in partnership with the school by supporting the Christian ethos of (school)

With the help of God we will. 

(The rest of the congregation stand)
Finally the Incumbent says to the congregation
As members of the body of Christ in this community will you support the Headteacher, governors, staff, pupils and parents of this school by your prayers and active encouragement?

With the help of God we will. 

All remain standing while the Incumbent prays

Almighty God who has given us the will to undertake all these things, give us also the strength to perform them, that he may complete that work which he has begun in us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

We are the body of Christ.  In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body.  Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Worship Songs
Readings
Address
Intercessions and the presentation of the symbols of the Headteacher’s ministry

A Governor says the following prayer and gives the keys of the school to the Headteacher

In the name of Christ the Governors welcome you to (school) and present to you the keys of your school as a symbol of the leadership entrusted to you.

We pray that God will use your skills for his work in (school) and give you joy and fulfilment in your role.

We pray that (school) will be a key for many people to learn in body, in mind and spiritually.

We pray that every member will use their God given gifts to serve, to teach, to encourage and to contribute to the needs of others for the building up of the school as a Christian community.

Lord, by your Holy Spirit,

accept our prayers for our school community.

Pupils light a candle and say the following prayers
We light this candle as a symbol of Jesus Christ who said: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
We pray that all at (school) will continue to learn about Jesus and grow in faith.

We pray that (school) will be a place where the gospel of Christ is lived out.

We pray that our ears will be open to hear your word and that we will be willing to live by it.

We pray for eyes that see the needs of others and hands that respond with love and action as Jesus showed us.

Lord, help our school reflect the light of Christ in our community.

Accept our prayer that we will shine as lights for Christ. 

A representative of the school staff presents a Bible to the Headteacher and then prays the following prayer
We present this Bible to the school as a symbol of God’s teaching.
We pray that God’s word will give wisdom, guidance, instruction, encouragement and hope to everyone at (school).
We pray that just as Jesus sat among the teachers of the law listening and asking questions those who learn at (school) will hear God’s word, obey his commandments and treasure his promises.
We pray that those who teach from the Bible will be filled with wisdom and understanding, that the words of their mouths and the meditation of their hearts be acceptable in God’s sight.

Lord, may your word take root in the heart of our school

Accept our prayer that we will value the Bible.

Merciful Father,

accept our prayers in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Final Blessing

May Almighty God, who for the salvation of the world gives to his people many gifts and ministries, for the advancement of his glory, stir up in you the gifts of his grace and sustain each one of you in your ministry; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

