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Letter from our President 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

The Annual Meeting this year was held on 24 
June in Dublin, and it was good to see so many 
members from Southwark (and husbands) there.  
Most of us stayed for several days before or after 
the meeting, and it was surprising how often we 
met each other and MU groups from around the 
UK in different parts of the city.  The queue for 
the special service on the previous evening 
stretched almost round the block as we waited to 
enter St Patrick’s Cathedral.  The guest speaker, 
Melanie Verwoerd, was the former South African 
Ambassador to Ireland, and spoke of our role and 
responsibility to make the world a safe and 
nurturing place for all children.   
 

At the Annual Meeting in the Concert Hall the 
next day, we heard stories of MU members 
around the world and the ways in which they are 
responding to God’s call to them.  After lunch Dr 
Marion Gibson, a consultant in psychological 
trauma management, gave a most inspiring 
address.  She has worked with people all round 
the world after crises, including the tsunami and 
last year’s London bombings.  Alongside the 
professional help, people facing trauma also need 
the kind of support that MU members are so good 
at providing – time to listen, tissues, hugs and 
cups of tea. 
 

Our own diocesan Annual Meeting was held on 
15 July and is covered overleaf.  After the 
business section, Stella Jeffrey told us about her 
recent trip to Zimbabwe with a small party from 
the Woolwich Area.  Inflation is running at well 
over 1,000% and this creates great difficulties for 
everyday life.  Stella visited MU projects, and 
met people with stories very different from ours, 
who are expressing their MU membership in a 

variety of practical ways.  She is willing to talk to 
branches in the Woolwich Area especially about 
her trip, so do book her – though it might be more 
sensible to invite her to deanery meetings in the 
rest of the diocese.  Please pray for our brothers 
and sisters in Zimbabwe, and for the Croydon 
Area visit to Central Zimbabwe in April 2007. 
 

We all have our own stories to tell about the ways 
in which we have heard and responded to God’s 
call.  We can also share stories of what the MU is 
doing around the world and around the corner, 
from individual support for those in need to the 
recent Relief Fund grant for medical supplies in 
Bethlehem.  Do pass on your own story and the 
wider MU story whenever you can! 
 

 With my love and best wishes to you all 
 

 
 

A reminder to all treasurers! 
‘Home & Family’ lists, orders for publications 
and donations to MU funds should be sent to the 
Diocesan Treasurer by 15 October. 

 

Don’t forget … 
 
FAMILY FUN DAY! 
 
Saturday 23 September 
Southwark Cathedral 
10 am to 3 pm  
 
Fun for all ages.  Workshops include: 

face painting, drama, handbells, art 
& craft, local walks of interest. 

 

 

 

Many congratulations to Rosemary Kempsell on her appointment 
as the next World Wide President of the Mothers’ Union 



AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 
Gill Mason, St Nicholas Charlwood 
In June we held our Summer Lunch in a member’s 
garden where we were joined by members from other 
branches in Reigate Deanery and friends from the 
Village – about 80 people in total.  It was a beautiful, 
warm sunny day so everyone could relax  and enjoy 
their lunch  amongst friends.  We had a Cake Stall, 
Bric-a-Brac and Raffle as well as a superb cake to be 
won  by guessing the weight.  Our Summer Lunch has 
become a very pleasant social event and this year 
raised £466 for MU at home and overseas.  Our 
lunches began  about 16 years ago and we have only 
missed out a couple of years.  A member and her 
husband welcomed us this year and dealt with catering 
thus saving the event from cancellation. 
 
Pam Vernon, St Mary Beddington 
On  Sunday 16th July, the young people of St Mary’s 
Church Beddington held “Duck Day” in Beddington 
Park to raise money for ‘Bag Books’ for severely 
handicapped children. 
Plastic ducks raced down the River Wandle sponsored 
at £1 a time.  We threw balls at the duck shy, tried to 
hit the toy duck as it emerged from the drain pipe, tried 
to throw a duck further than anybody else and bought  
refreshments from the MU stall. 
It was a hot day with many visitors to the Park and 
over £700 was raised.  Young people do so many good 
things but they are seldom reported. 
 
Beryl Noble, St Dunstan Cheam 
Four of us were able to attend the Festival Service in 
Southwark Cathedral in May. 
The readings were very appropriate as we are without 
an Enrolling Member at the moment;  the Committee 
is running the Branch.  We have also had the same 
problems asking members to help at meetings. 
It was lovely to see Barbara Hay well enough to attend 
the Service;  Barbara had spoken to our Branch in 
2005.  We were told that it was Barbara’s birthday and 
Ann presented her with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.  
Canon Michael Hart then asked the congregation to 
sing happy birthday to her; it was very moving for us, 
and I imagine more so for Barbara. 
It made me realise that although The Mothers’ Union 
is a worldwide organisation, at heart we are a family 
sharing one another’s sorrows and joys. 
After the Service we had lunch in a Turkish restaurant 
in Southwark which was very enjoyable and a first for 
some of us!  The end to a perfect day 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Anne Kidman, St Mary 
Magdalene Croydon 
Following articles in the 
Summer Inset about knitting, 
has prompted this article about 
Gladys Donneky who for many 
years used her home for a Lent 
Project knitting for Friends of 
Mayday University Hospital and the Premature Baby 
Unit there.  She has been a member of the MU for 59 
years having been enrolled at Walcot in the Diocese of 
Bath and Wells in 1947.  She has been a very active 
member of St Mary Magdalene with St Martin in 
Croydon holding important positions in the Church 
and Mothers’ Union.  Sadly for us she has moved to 
live with her daughter in Wiltshire and we thought it 
would be nice to thank her for all her support over the 
years and to wish her well in her new home in 
Wiltshire. 
 
Marion Puttock, St Paul Hook 
On 11th July 2006 we celebrated 115 years of the 
Mothers’ Union at St Paul’s Hook.  We had a very 
special Service for the occasion with the Rt Revd John 
Flack (former MU Central Chaplain) presiding and 
preaching.  This happy event was attended not only by 
our own members and others from the congregation, 
but also members from other branches.  During the last 
hymn five banners were paraded through the Church 
and at the end were blessed by Bishop Flack.  All 
those attending this Service were presented with a 
souvenir copy outlining 115 years of  St Paul’s branch 
of The Mothers’ Union. 
 
New Branches have opened at 
Croydon Parish Church under the leadership of Diana 
Hemmings.  20 new members were enrolled at an 
evening Eucharist on Wednesday 28th June  
and at  
St Mary Magdalene Woolwich a new Branch was 
opened on 23rd July with over 20 new members led by 
Kelechi Ubochi.  
 Both were very joyful occasions and we welcome all 
these new members and wish their Branches every 
success.  We look forward to getting to know you all 
as you attend various activities in the Diocese. 
. 
 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS  for the winter issue 
of the News should be received by the Editor not 
later than 25th October.  We would welcome 
items about activities in your Branches 



MODERN MOTHERS 
In the summer Camilla Cavendish of The Times 
newspaper asked the question “Are mothers too active 
or too passive?”  This was referring to modern mothers 
who either have to, or choose to work outside the 
home as well as bring up children and maintain the 
family home. 
A YouGov poll of 1,736 mothers in FIRST magazine 
demonstrated how profoundly unhappy many mothers 
are with living this way.  It is reported that half feel 
guilty about time spent away from their children.  
Two-thirds think that mothers should stay at home 
with their babies and toddlers during the first few 
years - though nationally less than half do.  One-third 
would like to reduce their working hours and over one-
third say they would give up work if they could. 
To the question “Do you feel happy and confident with 
the care our children receive when you are at work?” 
41% answered no.  In that case how much is this a 
cause of maternal anxiety – are mothers ‘rushing home 
from work to placate the childminder they do not 
really trust’.   
According to the poll most working mothers are in 
jobs not careers; only about 12% of working women 
are in professional or managerial roles, and two-thirds 
of them work full time. 
It was also reported “Many mothers also felt deeply 
uncomfortable at the prospect of putting elderly 
relatives into an old people’s home rather than look 
after them themselves.  They are instinctively what 
Professor Alison Wolf of King’s College London 
recently termed ‘female altruists’ – women who in the 
past did voluntary work, looked after relatives and 
brought up the next generation”. 
61% of the sample by YouGov said they had no choice 
but to work.  Yet some hardly earned enough to cover 
the childcare, some had serious debt.  Camilla 
Cavendish asks “Have some of us become victims of 
relentless material expectations?” 
In the survey the average family own three television 
sets.  Their children have televisions, DVD players, 
games consoles and computers in their bedrooms.  Yet 
when asked what has led to the breakdown of 
traditional family life, half blame games consoles and 
television.  Half blame violent or sexual imagery 
presumably on the same screens.  One-third blame 
consumerism. 
In one experiment a head teacher, with parents’ 
permission, removed the electronic gadgets from 
pupils’ bedrooms.  They marvelled at the resulting 
improvements in the children’s behaviour, The Times 
reports. 
Why do we lack the confidence to stand up for values 
that we can so clearly express? 
We are no different from modern mothers in the sense 
that it is too easy to keep quiet about our faith, 
ourvalues, our way of life, our responsibilities, to put 
up with things, for an easy life.  It is time we stood up 
at every opportunity to proclaim the love of God in 

Jesus Christ, especially to our children and 
grandchildren, to our neighbours and our friends. 
Graham Paddick, Diocesan Chaplain 
 
 
Indoor Members’ Report 
Marjorie Ransom has been the Indoor Members’ 
Correspondent for nearly six years, and told the 
P&S representatives at their  Spring meeting 
about this work.  Indoor Members pay the same 
subscriptions as other members in the Diocese.  
They receive two letters a year from Mary Sumner 
House, copies of the Prayer Diary and letters and 
cards from our own Indoor Members’ 
Correspondent.  This year Marjorie also sent an 
Easter card with a copy of the new MU prayer.  
Many members write back as they so enjoy 
receiving a letter.  A few extracts – 
‘Just looked at your card under my ‘clear view’ 
and see that you made it yourself – I appreciate it 
more than ever!’ 
‘Delighted to get your Easter card.  I am not so 
active as I was and need more help which I find 
frustrating.  The members of my Branch are so 
kind and helpful…’ 
‘I am so glad to have a copy of the MU prayer as 
it will be handy to put in my Bible’ 
A son thanked us for our continued interest and 
how much the Prayer Diary had helped – he 
visited his mother every day and read the prayer 
of the day to her. We do value our Indoor 
Members and thank them for their 
encouragement, support and prayers. 
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