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February, 2012
Dear Friend,
FAIRER  SHARES  SURVEY

There are some 335 Churches in the Southwark Diocese, varying from poor inner city areas to the comparatively affluent suburban parts.  A 'Fairer Shares' scheme is in operation which seeks to assess how much each parish is able to contribute towards the Diocesan Budget (most of which is used to finance the provision of clergy) so that the poorer parishes contribute less while those who have members with a higher average income are assessed at a higher level.

Since all Parishes in the Croydon and Southwark Archdeaconries are due for reassessment in 2012 we are seeking to obtain information from a Parish Survey in order that our contribution may be calculated as accurately as possible.
We are therefore asking for the help of all who attend St. Elsewhere regularly in completing the questionnaire on the reverse of this letter in order that the information we provide is as accurate as it can be.
To ensure that the Survey is anonymous we ask you to tear off the part of the form relating to your income and place it in a separate box at Church.  You will see that bands are quoted for total gross personal income  - please ensure that your total income is included (this means investment income and any state benefits as well as salary (including bonus) or pension (both company and state) as appropriate).  As also indicated you should not include any income of other members in your family – those who are members of this Church should be encouraged to complete their separate forms – this particularly applies to those whose incomes are low.

Please complete your form this week and place it in the ADDRESS and INCOME boxes today or either of the next two Sundays.  If you are not able to get to Church in the next two weeks please separate your form and put it in two envelopes (clearly marked “ADDRESS” and “INCOME”) and arrange for someone else to deliver them for you.
We shall need to contact people who are regular members who have not returned forms but if the level of response we get over the next two weeks is high this will reduce the extra effort needed to provide a realistic financial profile of the congregation.  We have been asked to guess the incomes of those who do not respond and Churchwardens in several parishes have discovered that such guesswork made in earlier years has been wildly wrong (in both directions).
The opportunity of a letter to the whole congregation enables us to remind everyone of the benefits of channelling giving to the work of the parish through the Giving scheme and, where possible, using the simplified Gift Aid method which has now been in operation for nearly ten years to gain the benefit to the PCC of basic rate tax recovery.  Please contact John Smith (Tel. 01756 03429) for further details.

We would reiterate that all steps necessary to ensure the anonymity of the information about incomes will be taken and that none of the details provided will be retained after the completion of this exercise. 

With our grateful thanks for your cooperation,

CHURCHWARDENS
