2008 KS1 Y1 CHRISTMAS THE CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL

	INTRODUCTION: 

This unit introduces pupils to Christmas as a Christian festival when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus by telling and performing the Nativity story.  

Vocabulary taught: Christmas, Christian festival, religion, Nativity story, Old Testament, New Testament.
Pupils need some prior knowledge of the following concepts: specialness, celebration, festival, Christian, Bible. 


	AT1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS UNIT
	AT2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS UNIT

	To understand that there are lots of festivals and that Christmas is a Christian celebration.


	To express own feelings about Christmas and how to prepare for it.


	To know the account of the Nativity can be found in the New Testament.

To know  Jesus’ birth is celebrated at Christmas.

To know the importance of the Nativity for Christians.


	To express what is special about Christmas for themselves and others.


	ASSESSMENT:  I Can statements for higher and lower achievers are included in the lesson plans for formative assessment.
The I Can statements below are based on the eight level scale of the Non Statutory National Framework for Religious Education.

Teachers are encouraged to refer to these at the end of each unit and make a summative assessment of the level pupils are working at.  This information can be used by the class teacher for end of year reporting to parents and by the RE coordinator for monitoring the effectiveness of pupils’ learning in RE as part of the school’s ongoing self-evaluation.


	AT1 PRACTICES AND WAYS OF LIFE 

LEVEL 1: I can talk about why the Nativity is told at Christmas.

LEVEL 2: I can talk about another Christian festival or a festival from another faith and say what is similar.

 
	AT2 VALUES AND COMMITMENTS
LEVEL 1:  I can talk about why Christians celebrate Christmas.
LEVEL 2: I can talk about what Christmas means to me and to other people.



	END OF UNIT CLASS RECORD     YEAR     EXPECTATION

Use this space to record the majority of pupils working at ........ name those pupils above and below expected level, make any comments useful to self, next teacher, 

RE Coordinator.

In addition to this end of unit record, work samples, individual pupil ‘I can’ statement sheets highlighted to indicate attainment or other records could be used.  Please refer to Guidance on assessing RE in primary schools produced by SDBE for recommended practice of assessing for formative and summative purposes.




	


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	DIFFERENTIATED

I CAN ACHIEVEMENT CRITERIA
	SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES


	EVALUATION AND CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS

	AT1

To understand that there are lots of festivals and that Christmas is a Christian celebration.

AT2

Express own feelings about Christmas and how to prepare for it.
	Lower: I can list some celebrations and festivals and say what is special about one for me.

Higher: I can name some religious festivals.
	Make a list of celebrations that pupils have experienced. Decide which ones are festivals. Include own birthdays, religious festivals, family celebrations.

Decide on those that are connected with Christianity or another named religion. Have a box of artefacts to help this activity and use a Venn diagram to sort into ‘religious’, ‘not religious’. 

Discuss which ones are connected to an event from the past.

Use assortment of Christmas cards to recall what they remember about Christmas. Draw up some questions they want to find answers to.

Show simple video of the Christmas story. Does this answer some of the questions? How will they discover the answers? 

Let each pupil reflect on what Christmas means to them and how they will prepare for it.
	First Festivals books, Lion,www.lion-publishing.co.uk 

Artefacts box containing cards for various festivals, crib figures, a Christmas decoration, Easter egg, baptismal candle, diva light ,etc.  

A Christmas Story by B Wildsmith Pub: 

OUP   ISBN 0 19 272244 1

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/christianity/Nativity/index.htm -simple version of Nativity story.

‘Its a Boy!’ DVD (talk about what is interesting/puzzling about the story. Discuss what angels might look like).
	Numeracy: Venn sorting diagram.

Annual Calender.

Birthday chart.

History: Events in the past that people remember each year by special celebrations.

	AT1

To know the account of the Nativity can be found in the New Testament and Jesus’ birth is celebrated at Christmas.


	Lower: I can retell the Christmas story using picture cards and say what I like about it.

Higher: I can say why the Christmas story is important for Christians and say what I find interesting or puzzling about it.
	Give groups assortment of old Christmas cards to sort into ones that tell the Christians story and ones that don’t using a Venn diagram. Discuss the ambiguities, use of symbols etc. Get groups to order the Christmas story cards, use this activity as a stepping stone to explaining the events of the birth of Jesus. 

Teach about the Bible source- Old Testament contains stories and events before the birth of Jesus and the New Testament is about his birth and life.
	Beginners’ Bible.

Selection of Christmas cards.
	Art: representation and interpretation of images.




	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	DIFFERENTIATED

I CAN ACHIEVEMENT CRITERIA
	SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES


	EVALUATION AND CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS



	AT1

To know the importance of the Nativity for Christians.

AT2

To express what is special about Christmas for themselves and others.


	Lower: I can explain why we are acting out the Nativity and what is special about Christmas for me.

Higher: I can suggest what I think is the most important part the story and what someone

else might think.
	Give choice of activities for pupils to retell the Christmas story:

· Role play with Nativity costumes. 

· Act out the story using puppets.

· Scan pictures and words onto computer for pupils to make into a power point presentation or book.

· Provide word bank for pupils to rewrite the story.

· Make a tape recording of the story.

Take small groups to talk about :

AT1: Why the Nativity is told at Christmas and  draw similarities with another other festival (Christian or not)

AT2: Why Christians celebrate Christmas and what Christmas means to them and to other people.

	Nativity costumes.

Materials for puppets.

Word banks, scaffolding.

Digital pictures.

Tape player/computers.
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