2008 KS1 Y2 CHRISTMAS LIGHT

	INTRODUCTION: 

This unit teaches about the symbolism of light in Christmas celebrations. Pupils learn about the practice of using an Advent calendar and lighting an Advent ring. They reflect on the symbolism of lighting candles and find out about ‘Christingles’. 

Vocabulary taught: Symbols, sign, Advent, Christingles, celebration, Christ, calendar.

Pupils need some prior knowledge of the following concepts: Christmas, Christian, light.



	AT1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS UNIT
	AT2 LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS UNIT

	To know that Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ birth.

To know that light is a symbol of goodness.

To know that Advent is the time when Christians prepare for Christmas.

To know the symbolism of the Advent calendar and ring.
	To reflect on what light symbolises for me.  

To reflect on the importance of candles for them at Christmas.

	To recall the Christmas story and reflect on the importance of light in it.
To recall the Christmas story. 

To learn the symbolism of the Christingle.


	To reflect on the importance of light in the Christmas story. 

To reflect on what the symbolism of the Christingle means to me and other people.



	ASSESSMENT:  I Can statements for higher and lower achievers are included in the lesson plans for formative assessment.

The I Can statements below are based on the eight level scale of the Non Statutory National Framework for Religious Education.

Teachers are encouraged to refer to these at the end of each unit and make a summative assessment of the level pupils are working at.  This information can be used by the class teacher for end of year reporting to parents and by the RE coordinator for monitoring the effectiveness of pupils’ learning in RE as part of the school’s ongoing self-evaluation.





	AT1 FORMS OF EXPRESSION

LEVEL 1: I can recognise the symbols represented by a Christingle.

LEVEL 2: I can say what Christingle symbols stand for. 

LEVEL 3: I can use religious words to describe the meaning of the symbols.


	AT2 MEANING, PURPOSE AND TRUTH
LEVEL 1: I can talk about what I find interesting or puzzling about the Christingle.

LEVEL 2: I can think of a question I or someone else might have about one of the symbols.

LEVEL 3: I can explain what the Christingle symbols mean to me personally and compare my thoughts with other people’s.

	END OF UNIT CLASS RECORD     YEAR     EXPECTATION

Use this space to record the majority of pupils working at ........ name those pupils above and below expected level, make any comments useful to self, next teacher, RE Coordinator.

In addition to this end of unit record, work samples, individual pupil ‘I can’ statement sheets highlighted to indicate attainment or other records could be used.  Please refer to Guidance on assessing RE in primary schools produced by SDBE for recommended practice of assessing for formative and summative purposes.


	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	DIFFERENTIATED
I CAN ACHIEVEMENT CRITERIA
	SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES

	EVALUATION AND CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS

	AT1 To know that Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ birth.
AT1 To know that light is a symbol of goodness.
AT2 To reflect on the what light symbolises for me.  
AT1 To know that Advent is the time when Christians prepare for Christmas and know the symbolism of the Advent ring.
AT2 To reflect on the importance of candles for them at Christmas.
	Lower: I can talk about what light symbolises to me and why we light a candle in assembly and for birthdays.
Higher: I can explain what a lit candle symbolises for Christians and what it symbolises for me.

	Discuss what symbols are and where they can be found in everyday life. 
Distinguish between a sign in everyday life that directs us to something and a symbol that shows us something that can be hidden and personal.
Talk about what it means to shine like a light. How light directs us in the dark and we light a candle as a symbol of good, for celebration, on birthdays and in assembly where the candle helps people think about Jesus because it symbolises his presence with Christians. 
Introduce the class Advent calendar explaining how the opening of the windows (letting light in) symbolises Christians preparing to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.
Make an Advent ring for the classroom with a circle of red candles and the white one in the centre symbolising Jesus the light of the world. Explain the symbolism and give pupils an opportunity to reflect on what lighting candles means to them personally and whether and how they associate candles with Christmas.
	www.topmarks.co.uk/christianity/nativity
Make an Advent ring using a real or artificial wreath of pine and holly with oasis and 5 candle holders. Check safety rules if lighting in school.
Advent Calendar.

	Science: Light and dark.
PSHE; road safety and the use of signs.
Maths: Advent Calendar.

	AT1/2 To recall the Christmas story and reflect on importance of light in it. 
AT1/2 To learn the symbolism of the Christingle and reflect on what it means to me and other people. 
	Lower: I can name and describe the Christingle symbols.
Higher: I can explain what they mean to Christians. 

	Recall/retell the Christmas story and thought shower ways in which light is part of it: angels’ appearances, the star as a guiding light. 
Introduce the Christingle and teach its symbolism.
	The Christmas Story, 
Brian Wildsmith.
For information on ‘Christingle’ go to:
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what_you_can_do/fundraising_appeals/christingle/create_a_christingle/7741.html
	




MAKING A CHRISTINGLE

· Christingle means CHRIST LIGHT

· The orange represents the world.

· The fruit & sweets on the four sticks represent the fruits of the earth and the four seasons.

· The red ribbon represents Jesus’ blood given for the world on Good Friday.

· The candle represents Jesus as the Light of the World.

· Make a hole in the centre of the orange; tie or pin the red ribbon round the middle of the orange; place the orange on a flat surface covered with foil and insert the candle in the orange.

· The origins of the Christingle are said to come from the Moravian Church. Children who were from poor families brought gifts to the Church on Christmas Eve for those even poorer than themselves.  In return the priest gave them oranges decorated with goose quills covered in fruit and containing a candle.  Carols were sung and the lighted oranges were taken home for decorations. As they walked they spread the light of Christmas in their community.
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