YEAR 1 EASTER SYMBOLS

	INTRODUCTION: 
This unit focuses on pupils recognising the cross and the Easter eggs as symbols related to the Christian festival of Easter. It involves talking to pupils about sadness and loss, which must be done with sensitivity to individual pupils’ known circumstances.
The following vocabulary will be taught: Cross, Good Friday, death, life, Easter Day, Easter Egg, religious festival.
 Pupils need some prior knowledge of the following concepts: Christians worship and celebrate religious festivals at the church, Easter symbols unit Year 1. 

	AT1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS UNIT
	AT2  LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS UNIT

	To know the cross is a Christian symbol.
To know that on Good Friday Christians remember Jesus’ death on the cross.
	To talk about their own experiences of happiness and sadness.


	To know that on Easter Day Christians celebrate Jesus’ being alive again.
To know why we have Easter eggs.
	To reflect on how they will celebrate Easter at home or in church. 



	ASSESSMENT:  I Can statements for higher and lower achievers are included in the lesson plans for formative assessment.

The I Can statements below are based on the eight level scale of the Non Statutory National Framework for Religious Education.

Teachers are encouraged to refer to these at the end of each unit and make a summative assessment of the level pupils are working at.  This information can be used by the class teacher for end of year reporting to parents and by the RE coordinator for monitoring the effectiveness of pupils’ learning in RE as part of the school’s ongoing self evaluation.




	AT1 PRACTICES AND WAYS OF LIFE
LEVEL 1: I can use words like cross, Easter day and Easter eggs.
LEVEL 2: I can talk about the use of Easter eggs in different Christian traditions.


	AT2 VALUES AND COMMITMENTS
LEVEL 1: I can talk about why Christians celebrate Easter and why I celebrate Easter. 

LEVEL 2: I can talk about what matters to me about Easter and what matters to other people about Easter.


	END OF UNIT CLASS RECORD     YEAR     EXPECTATION

Use this space to record the majority of pupils working at ........ name those pupils above and below expected level, make any comments useful to self, next teacher, RE Coordinator.

In addition to this end of unit record, work samples, individual pupil ‘I can’ statement sheets highlighted to indicate attainment or other records could be used.  Please refer to Guidance on assessing RE in primary schools produced by SDBE for recommended practice of assessing for formative and summative purposes.




	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	DIFFERENTIATED
I CAN ACHIEVEMENT CRITERIA
	SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES


	EVALUATION AND CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS



	AT1

To know the cross is a Christian symbol.
To know that on Good Friday Christians remember Jesus’ death on the cross.
AT 2

To talk about their own experiences of happiness and sadness.


	Lower

I can say what is sad in the Easter story and how it makes me feel.
Higher

I can say why the cross is the important symbol used by Christians.

	Play ‘happy’ mood music and ‘sad’ mood music; discuss what makes us happy what makes us sad. 

Encourage pupils to share own thoughts.

Discuss what things make others sad. 

Watch DVD of The Easter Story

Discuss how the mood of the crowd changed on Good Friday.

Discuss where crosses are seen today.

Share hot cross buns and discuss the symbolism. 

On a purple cloth collect artefacts/symbols associated with sadness and the events of Good Friday.
	www.topmarks.co.uk/christianity/easter

Mood music.

Beginners Bible DVD.
Hot cross buns.
Purple cloth, bowl of water & towel (Pilate in Matthew 27:24), different crosses, a crucifix, hot cross bun, nails, crown of thorns, Judas’ coins (Matthew 26:14-16), dice (John 19:23-24).
	PSHE





	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	DIFFERENTIATED

I CAN ACHIEVEMENT CRITERIA
	SUGGESTED TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES
	RESOURCES


	EVALUATION AND CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS



	AT1 To know that on Easter Day Christians celebrate Jesus’ being alive again.

To know why we have Easter eggs.

AT2 To talk about how I will celebrate Easter.
	Lower

I can talk about why Christians celebrate Easter and why I celebrate Easter. 

Higher

I can talk about what matters to me about Easter and what matters to other people about Easter.
	Show pictures of baby animals and chick hatching from egg. Did that make you feel happy? What makes you happy? How can you make other people happy?

Look at the DVD showing Jesus’ resurrection. Discuss pictures of it represented in books. 

On a white or gold cloth assemble artefacts associated with the joy of Easter. Refer to the process of the hatching of a chick and what is needed for new life to come from an egg. The empty tomb is often likened to the empty egg. Decorate eggs and make egg shaped cards.
	Children’s Bible

The Easter Story by B Wildsmith

White or gold cloth, flowers, eggs, fish symbol, empty cross, Paschal Candle.

Hard-boiled eggs painted red are a Greek tradition for Easter.

Twigs from trees not in leaf but in bud, tissue paper flowers, decorated egg shapes, Icthus fish, alpha & omega Greek letters and  crosses and fine thread or ribbon

www.cptryon.org/prayer/child/lent/holywk


	CDT

Science- new life
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